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Letter from MAAO President Meaghan Beach
Over the past few weeks and into the foreseeable future, our lives can be summed up by the Police
lyrics “don’t stand so close to me,” or “every breath you take, I’ll be watching you.” That being said, I hope
you, your families, and loved ones are safe and well.
Unfortunately, due to COVID 19, we have made the tough decision to cancel the 2020 Educational
Conference. We will have more details in the coming weeks if we are able to hold a different event later in
2020 or if we will do an online membership vote to elect our new Board. Please check our website for
updates.
If you have not viewed our revamped website, now is the time to do so. https://maao-md.org/ It is
redesigned, easy to use, and allows for members to pay online. If you have not done so already, I invite you
to pay your dues online via the website or by check for this year.
Stay safe and I hope to see you all soon!!!!!
Best wishes always,
Meaghan Beach
MAAO President
Greetings MAAO,

Letter from SDAT Director Michael Higgs

As I type this note, we are at the mid-point of Maryland’s annual legislative session. I am pleased to report
that, for the first time in the last several years, no one has tried to introduce the “SDAT Reform Act of 20XX”,
and that is great news! Not that certain constituents of some of our lawmakers haven’t been trying really
hard to push those buttons, but owing to the tremendous results we have been producing, along with the
outstanding customer service we have become known for, the Legislature has been extremely
complimentary of SDAT thus far.
At our budget hearings in particular, the Senators and Delegates liked what they were hearing about the Real
Property program, but they, like me, are concerned about our future ability to continue delivering such
impressive results when there are hiring and retention issues in the program. State Supervisor Rogers and I
have been working hard on creative solutions, and we are very excited about the new opportunities that lie
ahead. From utilizing better sources of data, to expanding cooperation and collaboration among offices, and
from a flexible schedule pilot program to better use of the transfer list, we are exploring a number of
initiatives aimed at making the department more effective than ever, and making SDAT an even better place
to work than it already is!
Everyone has seen the coronavirus news of late, and by the time you read this, events will have overtaken
anything specific I might have to say. So with that: wash your hands, avoid handshakes, and above all, please
stay safe out there!
Thank you all for the vital role you play in keeping government working for the people. Much public trust has
been placed in us, and you guys continue to make me proud every day.
Cheers,
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Letter from SDAT State Supervisor Charlotte F. Rogers
I want to start by saying thank you to everyone for all of your hard work during these trying times.
Everyone has done an incredible job of adjusting to these ever changing circumstances.
By now, you should have received your new car magnets, safety vests, and SDAT lanyards.
Please take care and stay safe as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters
Fondly,
Charlotte F. Rogers
State Supervisor

Frederick County
There has been a lot of change here in Frederick County. In October, Sterling Testerman was
promoted to Commercial Assessor. In January, we welcomed a new assessor, Keith Young. At the
end of March, we look forward to welcoming a new Assessor and welcoming back Heather Kuhnkle who will
be returning as a Clerk.

Montgomery County comings and goings:
Since the last newsletter, we have had several comings and goings. Assessors Sonya Talliaferro and
Eduardo Salgado left us and we welcomed Derek Drake and Jennifer Murphy just in time for both to attend
assessor school. Bobby Awosika joined the Assessor ranks just after school, so he has to wait until this year
to experience the joys of Assessor School. We also welcomed Taylor Culmer to the clerical ranks. Also,
recently, Assessor Elan Hanopole became C & I Trainee Elan Hanopole. Amos Watson was also promoted to
Assessor Supervisor. We are all trying to get through appeals and find hand sanitizer.
Bryan Levenson, CMPA, PP

Somerset County Blurb
We can’t get enough of the sun and warm temperatures!!!!!!

Come on summer!

Congratulations to Belinda Stonnell-Reed on the birth of her first grandchild!!!!
Arielle Grace Cosner was born on 1/10/20. She is 8lbs 11oz of pure joy and love.
We are all over the moon for her!
“Are you reelin’ in the years, stowin’ away the time?” -Steely Dan
On March 15th, 2020 Leslie Pruitt will have 30 years with SDAT.
Congratulations on achieving this milestone!
-Meaghan Beach
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Talbot County
Spring has brought many changes to the Talbot County Office. Supervisor George
Wilson’s sudden retirement February 1, 2020 placed Lesley Jackson as Acting Supervisor
in his absence. We also welcomed a new addition to our office, Melissa Wilder, Assessor.

A huge THANK YOU goes out to these hardworking, creative, dedicated, motivated, and passionate
individuals that make the MAAO run smoothly. You could not ask for a more incredible bunch!!!!!
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You don’t have to move mountains.
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